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strategical points on the Turco-Egyptian frontier. u T cannot understand the attitude of your English colleague," said Djemal angrily. " Recently 1 suggested that we should open negotiations for the evacuation of Egypt by the British garrison ; after the war, of course. Just imagine; he didn't even answer me" (" Figurez vous, il no m^a pas 11161110 repondu"). fcJir Louis Mallet's refusal to discuss the evacuation of Hgypt. with Djomal was the last straw. Baron von Waugonheim, German Ambassador at Constantinople, had already succeeded in diverting the attention of the Minister of Marine from his fleet to the " sad plight of our martyred Moslem brothers,11 as Turkish newspapers described the condition of the Egyptians, and Djomal, already bitterly anti-British, on account of the embargo laid on the Sultan Osmnn and the Reshadioh by our Government, was henceforth hypnotised by the " Kurassior-Diplomat." Egypt became an obsession with him, as wan King Charles's head to Mr. Dick, and HJnver was no doubt delighted. Ho and Djemal had quarrelled more than once, and when the Turkish Napoloon had mado war on the Entente Powers Djemal would bo bettor in a distant province.
So mu(;h for the Turkish Comtnander-iu-Chiof in Syria. Though a courageous and energetic man, choosing energetic subordinates, ho had a lurge share of what Robert Louis Stevenson eallod " blooming gaseous folly," iii his composition. The details of his plan of campaign, if not the plan itself, were* worked
out by his Chief of Staff, the Bavarian Colonel Kress von Kressenstem. The organization of the Ottoman transport was confided to Roshan Bey, an able Albanian officer, who was largely responsible for the success of the march across the desert.
By the new year four Nizam (First Line) or Muretteb (Composite) divisions and the equivalent of nearly two divisions composed for the most part of Second Line and Depot troops were stationed in Central and Southern Syria, between ten and fifteen thousand Beduin irregulars had been collected, and part of the Hedjaz Division had been railed up from Medina and sent to Fort Nakhl. The artillery of the Fourth, or Syrian, Army (as DjemaFs force was officially named) had been greatly strengthened, large quantities of stores and transport had been requisitioned, and Turkish scouting parties had acquired a considerable amount of information as to the roads and water supply of the Sinai. But the Turkish leaders themselves realised that, imposing as their military strength in Syria appeared to be, they would be compelled to leave a large proportion of the troops they had mobilized and equipped behind them, not only to protect their communications against attack fro.u the sea but against Arab disaffection. The Druses of the Hauran, the settled Arabs of Kerak, who had risen in revolt against the Turks in 1910, and some of the great Beduin clans, required to be vigilantly watched by the authorities. The autonomous province of Mount Lebanon,
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